
                                                     

                                                  

Gustavo PÉREZ MONZÓN: Rosa de Cancio 
 
23 November 2018 – 5 January 2019 
Private view: Thursday 22 November, 6–8pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Cuban artist Gustavo PÉREZ MONZÓN (b. 1956, Sancti Spiritus, Cuba) returns from a 30-year hiatus from 
making art with an exhibition of new work at Richard Saltoun Gallery. The exhibition marks the artist’s UK debut 
and features a new installation of materials suspended in space, created specifically for the gallery’s location on Dover 
Street. The installation will be presented alongside a selection of works on board all created within the last year.   
 
Combining art and epistemology, the work of Gustavo Pérez Monzón is characterised by an inherent interest in logic 
and meaning. While his work is grounded in a framework of Conceptual art, he draws on sources as diverse as 
mathematics, numerology and occultism, as well as existentialism and our relationship with the universe. Through 
paintings, drawings, sculpture and large-scale installations, Pérez Monzón uses organic materials and geometric 
forms to grant importance to space and the sensory stimulation that comes from changing it.  
 
His exhibition at Richard Saltoun Gallery marks a rebirth of the artist’s creative practice, following a near half-century 
gap. Titled Rosa de Cancio in homage to the artist’s birthplace, the show sees a renewed focus on issues of materiality 
and space, reflecting on issues of balance and imbalance, movement and stillness. Taking philosophical notions of 
mathematics as a main starting point, his recent works on board incorporate a range of mixed materials, with 
repetitive patterns of metallic dots, squiggled lines and amorphous forms. These new works, along with a site-specific 
installation, evidence a unique artistic language that Pérez Monzón has steadily honed over the years, delicately and 
sensitively merging science and form. His contribution to the development of Conceptual art, particularly in Cuba, 
firmly cements Pérez Monzón as a key figure in the history and evolution of Latin American art. 
 
One of the most enigmatic Cuban artists of the late 20th Century, Gustavo Pérez Monzón belongs to a generation of 
artists who introduced significant changes to Cuban visual art, both formally and conceptually. He worked with a 
group loosely known as Volumen Uno, whose exhibition in 1981 is considered a watershed in the history of Cuban 
art.  Influences on his work range from the avant-garde experimentation of Latin American artists; the spirituality of 
Abstract Expressionist painters; the processes of the Arte Povera movement; and the sculptors of Land and Earth art 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s; as well as the writings of Carlos Castaneda. In the late 1980s, Pérez Monzón 
abandoned painting entirely and moved permanently to Mexico to focus his attention on arts education, working on 
his own practice only intermittently over the years.  
 
Pérez Monzón represented Cuba at the Paris Biennial in 1982 and his work featured in the first Havana Biennial in 
1984 and again in 2015 with the major retrospective Tramas at Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes de La Habana. The 
exhibition was organised by the Ella Fontanals Cisneros Collection following a rediscovery of his work by the great 
Cuban collector, subsequently travelling to the Cisneros Fontanals Art Foundation (CIFO) in Miami, Florida, USA 
(2015–2016). His work was recently the subject of the solo exhibition WEFTS at the Museum of Contemporary Art 
of Morelense, Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico (2018), where the artist currently lives and works. 
 
 



                                                     

                                                  

 
 
Richard Saltoun Gallery 
 
Founded in 2012, Richard Saltoun Gallery is based in Mayfair, London. The gallery supports contemporary artists, 
with a special emphasis on Feminist, Conceptual and Performance artists from the 1960s onwards. It is guided by a 
strong focus on rediscovering the work of important yet under-represented artists through a yearly exhibition 
programme at its location on Dover Street and participation in numerous art fairs around the world. 
 
Active on both the primary and secondary market, Richard Saltoun Gallery has established a leading reputation for 
promoting and exhibiting the work of female artists, including Helena Almeida, Eleanor Antin, Renate Bertlmann, 
Lili Dujourie, Rose English, VALIE EXPORT, Gina Pane, Penny Slinger and Greta Schödl, amongst others. 
Additionally, the gallery supports and exhibits artists who have contributed to the fields of Conceptual and 
Performance art, including Victor Burgin, Bob Law, John Hilliard, Sylvester Houédard, Gustavo Pérez Monzón, 
Annegret Soltau, Edgardo Antonio Vigo, ULAY, Marie Yates and more. Until recently, many of these innovative and 
experimental artists were largely ignored by the broader international art world.   
 
Richard Saltoun Gallery is dedicated to preserving the legacy of artists through its representation of artist estates, 
including Helen Chadwick, Henri Chopin, David Hall, Ed Herring, Nigel Henderson, Bob Law, Bice Lazzari, Tony 
Morgan, Jo Spence and Shelagh Wakely. 
 
 
Gallery information 
 
Opening hours: 
Monday to Tuesday, 10am–6pm  
Saturday, 11am–5pm 
Or by appointment 
 
E: info@richardsaltoun.com  
T: +44 (0) 207 637 1225 
 
Instagram: @richardsaltoungallery 
Twitter: @RSaltounGallery 
Facebook: @RichardSaltounGallery 
 
 
For press enquiries, please contact 
 
Caterina Berardi 
Pickles PR  
E: caterina@picklespr.com 
T: +44 7907 487074 
 
 
 
Image: Gustavo Pérez Monzón, SOSTENIDO, 2017. Site specific installation, elastic thread, lead. Dimensions variable. Photo by Issac Martínez 
© The Artist; Courtesy Richard Saltoun Gallery, London 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


